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COACH TRIP TO SAN REMO – 
SATURDAY 9 NOVEMBER ?? 
As many of you may remember, Carolyn Moulet, of Riviera 
Tours tried very hard, against many obstacles to put together the 
usual pre-Christmas fun trip to San Remo Market, but to no 
avail, finally having to give up in the teeth of the threat to the 
day from the Gilets Jaune demonstrations, which as November 
advanced became harder to avoid.  A lot of people, including 
Carolyn, who had put in so much hard work, were very 
disappointed. The gilets jaune do not seem to be so active, so far 
this autumn. 
Carolyn tells me she has already put out a few feelers to people 
who wanted to come last year, and has had some positive 
responses, from which she is hoping, against hope, that just 
possibly she can put together a coach load for SATURDAY 9 

NOVEMBER. 

 It’s will be a jolly day out for all concerned, shopping ahead for 
Christmas presents, friends getting together, usually having a 
super seafood lunch, and then stopping at the Eurodrinks to 
stock up on Christmas booze for drinking or cooking.   
The trip usually has an early start arriving around 10 am, and 
with an early date of 9 November, there might be fewer coaches 
to compete with,  ensuring plenty of time to enjoy browsing 
round the market stalls, the fabulous covered market with all the 
wonderful and very reasonably priced Italian specialities – which 
I personally love, not just for the wonderful choice of fresh 
vegetsbles, pale green tromboni zuccini, all sorts of mushrooms, 
fresh and dried, but the meat shops, from which I have 
purchased veal scallopini, cut right across the grain, and calves 
liver (for my freezer) and other choice cuts at lower prices than in 
France, plus the great little seafood market, with small clams 
with which to make spaghetti a la vongole, and not forgetting the 
high street shops. There is time for a nice lunch in one of the 
many restaurants before leaving San Remo and head home via 
Ventimiglia and the Eurodrink supermarket where we stop for 
approximately 45 mins so you can stock up with supplies - 
alcohol and cigarettes still being slightly more reasonably priced 
in Italy than France! 
Carolyn says:   The times of departure are usually as  follows :  
07h30 - Le Muy Peage (no. 36)  

07h45 - Frejus Peage (no. 38)  

(return times are between 18h and 19h depending on the time we 

leave and the traffic)\ 

Ticket price:  28 euros,  could not be more reasonable! 
In the first instance if you are interested in joining us for this day 
out please email me CAROLYN to let me  know so that I can add 
your name to the passenger list.  Once there are enough people to 
confirm the trip I will be in touch to confirm your departure 
point and give payment details plus answer any questions you 
might have. 
CAROLYN MOULET  - RIVIERA TOURS  

Mail - riviera.tours@orange.fr  
Mobile : 06 80 08 87 47  
Quartier Le Plan -1018 Route des Arcs  
83460 TARADEAU  
Now please everybody, if you say you are ON for this trip, 
please, please, stick with your decision – naturally barring horrid 
accidents – please don’t leave Carolyn holding the bag.   It’s 
really tough trying to put together a coachload of people to make 
it really cheap for everybody, but at the same time, economically 
viable.  Good Luck,  it’s a lovely day out.  
 

BOOK SWAP 16 October  
 St Antonin. Chez Penny and Grove Balaam, 16 Chemin de la 
Nate, 83510 St Antonin - follow the balloons! The Travelling 
Book Swap 10h00-12h00. 04 94 80 35 17 or 06 12 31 69 10. Contact 
Mim Kay on mimi4opp@gmail.com or 04 94 04 78 94 for further 
directions. 
 

BREXIT NEWS – NHS –HEALTH 
SERVICES  
I recently (dated 23 September) received a letter from the NHS – 
B usiness Services Authority, which was slightly reassuring 
concerning health care after Brexit - considering all the false 
news previously about Govt Departments not being prepared - 
as planned to happen on 31 October.  
Its main news was as follows:  “’The Uk Government is working 
hard to secure a deal covering health arrangements , but this 
letter provides guidance as to what you should do now if the UK 
leaves the EU without securing a deal. 
…Go to www.gov.uk/uk-nationals-living eu to find out about 
your health care  cover after Brext and the actions you need to 
take”’ 
In particular it stated: “”S1 Scheme - …The S1 scheme supports 
certin people, including UK state pensioners, some workers and 
people receiving UK benefits who live in the EU,  This is funded 
by the UK Government and administered by the NHS Business 
Services Authority.  The UK’s participation in the S1 scheme will 
continue until at least 31 October 2019.   The UK would like to 
continue this arrangment after leaving theEU.   The UK 
Government has offered tocontinue paying France for your 
healthcare in the event of a no deal.  Howver this depends on the 
UK making an arrangment with France or with the EU”” 
Up until now the arrangement was totally reciprocal – hopefully 
this will continue.   I certainly hope so. 
If you have not received this letter, I can scan it for you and send 
you a copy, just email me at: 
anita@varvillagevoice.com  
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UPCOMING CONCERTS – MOULIN 
DES ARTS – ENTRECASTEAUX  
Saturday 19 October – 20h30  
& Sunday 20 October - 1600 
Giolio Potenza, piano recital, programme Grenados to Schumann 
Tickets 20 & 15. Including glass of wine 
Res: 04 94 69 58 07 / E: mrkucko@yahoo.fr 
Ancient Moulin a huile, 17 rue  de Lubac, Entrecasteaux 
 

 
UPCOMING CONCERTS – MOULIN 
DES ARTS – ENTRECASTEAUX  
Saturday 2  November – 20h30  

& Sunday 3 Novemerb  - 1600 
Jazz au Moulin Sumo Trio  
Tickets 20 & 15. Including glass of wine 
Res: 04 94 69 58 07 / E: mrkucko@yahoo.fr 
Ancient Moulin a huile, 17 rue  de Lubac, Entrecasteaux 
 

 
UPCOMING CONCERTS – MOULIN 
DES ARTS – ENTRECASTEAUX  
Saturday 9 November – 20h30  
& Sunday 10 November - 1600 
Grace Yeo, piano recital, Schumann, Beethoven, Scriabin 
Tickets 20 & 15. Including glass of wine 
Res: 04 94 69 58 07 / E: mrkucko@yahoo.fr 
Ancient Moulin a hjile, 17 rue  de Lubac, Entrecasteaux 
 

 
VO FILMS IN LORGUES  
Sunday 6 October – 19h. Music of my Life 
Saturday 12 October – 18h30 A Rainy Dy in New York – Woody 
Allen 
Sunday 13 October – 18h The Gold Finch 
Monday 14 October – 19h – A Rainy Day in New York – Woody 
Allen 
Saturday 19 October – 18h. Ad Astra – Brad Pitt 
Sunday 20 October – 18h. Downton Abbey – the film 
Thursday 24 October – Apocalyse Now – Final Cut 
Sunday 27 October – 18h. Amazing Grace – Aretha Franklyn  
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OPERA DE TOULON – UPCOMING 
PRODUCTIONS 

 
Giordano’’s – ANDRE CHENIER 

Friday 11 October 20h 
Sunday 13 October  14h30 
Tuesday 15 October 20h.  

 
Sondheim’s INTO THE WOODS 

Saturday 9 November 20h  
Sunday 11 November 14h30  
 

 
LE SINGE DÚNE NUIT DÉTE – Serpette  
& POMME D’’API – Offenbach  
Saturday 16 November 20h.  
 

BLEVINS FRANKS ENTRECASTEAUX 
CRICKET SEVENS 

Blevins Franks has been very proud to sponsor this annual event 
for many years and so it was that on Saturday 21st September, 
once again, a quintessentially English scene played out in a 
provençal village.  
Unfortunately, this year, the weather was more British than what 
we usually expect in the Var, but this did not prevent everyone 
having a thoroughly enjoyable day. 
As the name of the competition suggests, this is a seven aside 
game. Each of the fielding team, other than the wicketkeeper, 
bowls an over. With so much space to cover with so few people, 
the format is very much weighted in favour of the batsman. 
Six teams lined up at the start of the day, with local teams and 
touring sides from the UK. One of the local teams was the Trevor 
Yeoman Memorial 7, captained by Simon Eveleigh, representing 
the sponsors Blevins Franks. Trevor was a club stalwart for over 
20 years, who sadly died earlier this year, so it was a fitting 
tribute to have a team playing in his honour. 
The cricket was very competitive, but after the round robin stage, 
the final was fought out between the hosts and the 
aforementioned Trevor Yeoman Memorial 7. Simon is keen to 
point out that this was in no way down to some incredible 
captaincy and was all to do with him having some very 
competent cricketers in his team! 
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The final went down to the very last ball, with Entrecasteaux 
needing six to win. The ball was hit hard and high and was 
caught right on the boundary rope to give victory to Trevor’s 
team. 
Normally it would not be the done thing for the sponsor to take 
the spoils, but the fact that Trevor Yeoman’s name will be 
engraved on the trophy just seems right. 
The day was finished off with a presentation ceremony, a well-
earned beer and a downpour which had been threatening for a 
while, but had the good grace to wait until the players and 
spectators were safely indoors. 
 

 
ALL CHANGE ! 
By TRENCHERMAN  
Some years ago, at my age you get used to saying that? So some 
years ago I wrote about the Relais des Moines at Les Arcs.  
  I remember my first meal there because as starter I chose the 
Soupe de Fois Gras, something I had never had before and it was 
delicious. I praised the restaurant and commended it to my 
readers. 
  Over the intervening years I have revisited and enjoyed every 
occasion, but this is my first visit since they were awarded a 
Michelin star, a big step forward in the life of a restaurant and of 
course a reason to sharpen up any criticism, if any there be? 
  So having been invited out to lunch by some dear friends and 
asked to choose the restaurant, this seemed like an opportunity. 
Therefore a booking was made for yesterday at 1.00 pm. Not 
possible, said the restaurant, it will have to be 12.00. Hmm!  
  My friends duly rearranged the booking and at 11.45 we were 
outside the main entrance to discover it was locked, so we 
twiddled our thumbs and waited. 
Eventually, let in (at 12.00), we were led into a greatly changed 
environment. A very stylish room with a very pleasing terrace 
with splendid views and it was the kind of day when one could 
enjoy them. 
  There was a touch of arrogance in our greeting, the kind that 
you don’t get in 3 star restaurants but is occasionally apparent in 
those on the way up? 
  We were seated and provided with menus and the sommelier 
arrived to enquire what aperitifs we might require and we went 
for some white wine. The tome , which is the wine list, was 
manhandled to the table on its very own specially made table, 
and a weighty tome it was.  

  Knowing that my hosts preferred a Chardonnay rather than a 
Sauvignon Blanc, I looked for what might be available from 
Macon, but found only a Beaujolais Blanc, which we ordered 
(62€). It was good although not quite chilled enough but by now 
we were distracted by the menu(s). 
On weekdays at lunch times the Relais offers a set lunch for 48€ 
which comes with two glasses of wine and looks to be a good 
deal. It started with a carpaccio of beef followed by a choice of 
Cochon Fermier or Dorade and with  a fig tart with ice cream to 
finish. 
  Tempted as I was, the à la carte promised more exciting and 
adventurous options. Our wine wine was supped and so I 
ordered another bottle, sorry that was the last one. Hmm. 
  He suggested a Burgundy at the same price, I was cautious and 
curious asking to see the list, and there they were, the Macons, 
listed under Burgundy, a fine geographic distinction, but in the 
end we settled for a Viré Clesse and very good it was too. 
  After some deliberation, the menu knew how to tempt, I 
plumped for ‘stuffed courgette flowers’ described as velvety 
refreshed, whatever that might mean! 
  Anyway they were exactly what was written on the menu, not 
sure about the velvety bit, but they were heavy and rather 
disappointing, it was a pedestrian delivery of something I was 
hoping would be light and exciting. 
Next came my Pigeon, cooked to perfection and beautifully 
presented, rich and delicious. I finished with a sorbet, 
confusingly listed on the menu suggesting that it was peach, it 
was raspberry, but served with a side plate of stewed peaches 
and a sorbet. Delicious but not quite what I thought that I was 
ordering.  
  She, who is my minder as I recover from a few broken ribs 
which I brought back from Greece, ordered the Dorade which 
replaced the Blue Fin Tuna on the menu, and claimed it was 
good. Our host took the same and was also pleased whilst his 
lovely wife chose the Veal Chop and Sweetbreads, which she 
loved.  
  I was elegantly protected from the final bill, but I imagine that it 
was not inconsiderable. 
  Last lunch orders are at 1.15, the restaurant was no where near 
full and so could have accommodated a 1.00 booking, but like 
many restaurant which take themselves seriously, they like to 
stagger the bookings so that the kitchen is not pressured. I 
understand that but the customer should have some choice as 
well. 
  All in all I would return (and probably shall) especially as a 
guest. 
Pip, pip 
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MUSEEE DE L’’ANNONCIADE – ST 
TROPEZ – NEW EXHIBITION –  
13 JULY – 13 OCTOBER  
Eugène Delacroix et Paul Signac (1798-1863) (1863-1935) 

 
The Annonciade Museum has a new exhibition starting 13 July 
devoted to Eugene Delacroix and Paul Signac.   Signac was the 
artist who first discovered the delights of the coast and brought 
many painters to share in his joys.   The Museum has a 
wonderful and wide collection of paintings by Signac donated by 
his family.    A show well worth going out of one’s way to see.  

 

 
NEW EXPO – LES CARRIERES – LES 
BAUX  – 1 March 2019 – January 2020 
An immersion in Van Gogh’s finest 
masterpieces!  
Since March 2019 (to January 2020), the Carrières de Lumières 
are exhibiting the work of the genius painter Vincent Van Gogh 
(1853–1890), who only achieved fame after his death. Spanning 
the 7,000 m² of the Carrières, a visual and musical production 
retraces the intense life of the tormented artist, who, during the 
last ten years of his life, painted more than 2,000 pictures, which 
are now held in collections around the world. 
Van Gogh’s immense oeuvre—which radically evolved over the 
years, from the Mangeurs de pommes de terre (The Potato 
Eaters, 1885) to the Nuit étoilée (Starry Night, 1889), Les 
Tournesols (Sunflowers, 1888), and La Chambre à coucher (The 
Bedroom, 1889)—will be projected onto the giant stone walls of 
the Carrières. 

The clouds, suns, and portraits, represented in the artist’s unique 
style, come to life on walls that are more than fifteen metres high, 
evoking the artist’s boundless, chaotic, and poetic interior world. 
Via a thematic itinerary relating to the various phases of his 
life—his time spent in Arles, Paris, and Saint-Rémy-de-
Provence—visitors will be immersed in his first works and those 
of his later years, from his sunny landscapes and night scenes, to 
his portraits and still lifes. 
The Dutch painter’s expressive and powerful brushstrokes 
produced works with bold colours and an unrivalled style that 
highlight a permanent dialogue between light and shadow. The 
visual and musical experience produced by Culturespaces and 
created by Gianfranco Iannuzzi, Renato Gatto, and Massimiliano 
Siccardi, highlights this chromatic richness, as well as the power 
of the artist’s drawings and impasto. 



6 

October VAR VILLAGE VOICE 2019                       www.varvillagevoice.com 

 
Plus – DREAMED JAPAN – an Immersive journey  

 
 HOTEL CAUMONT –  AIX EN 
PROVENCE  

 
And of course one can make a visit to this Museum a complete 
day’s outing, housing as it does a very sophisticated collection of 
18th c artefacts, pictures, furniture, tapestries, everything that 
complimented life in that era, plus there is a charming courtyard, 
gardens, and café cum restaurant serving appetising snacks 
lunches an immersive experience, total culture.  
http://www.caumont-centredart.com/en 
located just a few steps from the Cours Mirabeau 

Ouvert de 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

3 rue Joseph Cabassol   13100 Aix-en-Provence 

 
Annonciade Museum –  
The Annonciade Museum in St. Tropez is one of the treasures of 
the Riviera, housing as it does a superb collection of post 
impressionist works by the principally Fauvist (savage) artists of 
the day – below one of my favourite fauvist works, of St. Tropez 
harbour!.   It is my favouritee Museum, which I can visit with 
pleasure time and time again.   It has not staged any new 
exhibitions for a while, one suspects due to budgetary concerns, 
not only are they expensive to mount, but the insurance is 
prohibitive - but its collection is such that every visit yields more 
pleasure.    
Musee de lÁnnonciade, Place Grammont. St. Tropez 
Closed Mondays.   Entry 6 euros.  

 

 

Musée Bonnard – Le Cannet 
Another lovely Museum to visit not too far away is the Bonnard 
Museum in Le Cannet, just up from Cannes, housing as it does a 
fine collection of Bonnard works.  
Pierre Bonnard lived in le Cannet from 1922 to 1947, eventually 
acquiring the villa Le Bosquet, up on the heights of the town.     
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POLITICS – THE MAD HATTERS 
TEAPARTY  !! 
Welcome to the looking-glass world of the Remainers 
“”The politicians trying to stop Brexit held a rally outside 
Parliament recently. Calling themselves ‘the Remain Alliance’ 
and demanding a ‘People’s Vote’, they claimed to be standing up 
for ‘democracy’ against the ‘unelected Prime Minister’ whom 
they accused of carrying out a ‘coup’. They included Jo Swinson, 
Ian Blackford, Caroline Lucas, Emily Thornberry, Dominic 
Grieve, Jess Phillips, Phillip Lee, Liz Saville Roberts and Diane 
Abbott. 
Incredibly, nearly all of these MPs then trooped back into the 
House of Commons to vote against Boris’s call for a general 
election. Yes, you read that correctly. They passionately 

denounced Boris for being unelected and then, without 

pausing for breath, blocked his attempt to hold an 

election. They pleaded for a ballot in which the British public 
can once again say whether they want to leave or remain in the 
EU, and then stopped one from taking place.  
Welcome to the looking-glass world of the Remainers in which 
the Conservative leader seeking the consent of the British people 
before taking us out of the EU is a ‘tinpot dictator’ and the 
Labour leader who’s been demanding an election on a daily basis 
for the last two years, but who’s changed his mind at the last 
minute because he knows the British people don’t support his 
position on Brexit, is a courageous man of principle who’s 
defending democracy. 
And as Ambrose Evans Pritchard has just said on commenting 
on the idiotic statements of Guy Verhofstadt, head of the 
European Parliament’s Brexit team, when seized on Tuesday's 
(Supreme Court ruling) ruling to suggest that somehow this was 
a vindication of the EU. 
“I never want to hear Boris Johnson or any other Brexiteer say 
again that the European Union is undemocratic,” he tweeted.  
“”Two years ago in Spain the Guardia Civil was mobilised to try 
to prevent the Catalan referendum and crush secession. Elderly 
voters were clubbed and beaten as they tried to enter the polling 
booths. The Catalan Generalitat was arrested en masse (some fled 
into exile).  
Key leaders of this non-violent movement have been in prison 

ever since, including Catalan vice-president Oriol Junqueras 

and civil society activist Jordi Cuixart – the Gina Miller of 

Catalan democracy. They are awaiting trial and face 14 years in 

prison. A US report this year called their detention “arbitrary” 

and demanded their release. Has there been a whisper of 

protest from the EU? Of course not. 

Well Mr Verhofstadt, that is exactly what I will say, again and 
again. Without wishing to rehearse every EU sin of the last 
decade – the toppling of elected leaders and the installation of 
civilian juntas in Greece (2010) and Italy (2011), the monetary 
Caesarism of the European Central Bank (Italy and Spain 2011, 
Greece 2015), etc, – let it be stated that the events of the last few 
weeks in the UK do not tell us anything at all about the EU. But 

they do vindicate British democracy. 

Call us the laughing stock of the world if you want. I think we 
have come through the British Revolution of 2016-2019 tolerably 
well. Nobody is tearing up paving stones. Nobody is in prison. 
In a pigs ear, M. Verhofstadt, in a pigs ear.   
Annunziata Rees-Mogg, recently elected Brexit MEP, 
commented about Strasbourg, and the proceedings of the 
(Democratic !) European Parliament   Witnessing the EU up close 
has proved quite an eye-opener, from the sight of former Italian 
prime minister Silvio Berlusconi surrounded by “tall, leggy 
ladies” to what Annunziata describes as “a Clingfilm façade of 
democracy on a bureaucracy.” Clearly not a fan of federalisation, 
she adds: “Every system is set up, not to enable the free flow of 
democratic countries’ interests and rights, but to enable the 
bureaucracy to thrive.” 
John Longworth, MEP, wonders why it is so much easier toget a 
free cocktail, than to get allocated time to speak in the Parliament  
“”On two days your well-paid envoys turned up to vote for just 
twenty minutes as the vice presidents in charge rushed through 
the rubber stamping, interspersed with bouts of virtue signalling 
– most often speeches and motions by MEPs doffing their caps to 
their paymasters.  
These short interludes of actual work – that is the voting when 
MEPs are identifiably present – mean that parliamentarians can 
mostly get down to the serious business of eating and drinking. 
The EU Parliament even put on a cocktails-included boat tour of 
the city especially for MEPs, a “gravy boat” you might say. For 
the record, Brexit Party MEPs did not participate, being too busy 
campaigning and laying plans to get us out of the EU.”” 
I say mythical Parliament because the opportunity to even 
“parlez” is so restricted. There are three methods of getting 
speaking time, generally of one minute duration for critique or 
two minutes if the powers that be like the sycophancy spouting 
forth. Otherwise they cut you off.   
One method is that MEPs can apply to speak, but this is 
restricted to the heads of groups. They can “catch the eye”, which 
has nothing to do in reality with catching the eye of the President 
as it is generally applied for beforehand. There is also the “blue 
card”,  whereby a question can be raised. All these are filtered 
and highly restricted by the unelected bureaucrats who run the 
show and certainly are not allowed when Barnier or Juncker are 
speaking, as we discovered during the three-hour session on 
Brexit.  
Yes, dear reader, they had three hours on Brexit, about the future 
of our nation, during which the largest party in the EU 

Parliament, the Brexit Party, was allocated a paltry four 

minutes of speaking time. Even getting that took some effort 

and wrangling.    

Interestingly, it is the Brexit Party who are present in numbers 
during the longer sessions generally, when the chamber is 
otherwise all but empty as MEPs, including British “Champagne 
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Socialists”, the “Illiberal anti-Democrats” and the “Europhile 
Tories”, sneak off to their foie gras and charcuterie (I get on with 
the Greens quite well, so shall leave them off the list for now).  
The Brexit session was designed to promote an anti-Brexit 
motion put forward by Guy Verhofstadt, who was applauded at 
the Illiberal anti-Democrat conference for promoting an EU 
Empire.  
“”The Irish President of the session tries to show disdain and 
insouciant authority, but she has lost it and gives in to another 
“catch the eye” speech from the Brexit Party just as it is pointed 
out loudly across the floor that there have been 67 Remain 
speeches and only 17 for Leave. 
Why even this number from Leave? Well, there are other 
democrats within the MEP family who made speeches much to 
the chagrin of the President, during which the UK was supported 
as an icon of democracy and the EU attacked as the despot of 
autocracy. There is hope for Europe yet.  

 
COMMENT: Juliet Samuels on Supreme Court Ruling  
What if the real destroyer of democratic norms, the real, 
dangerous insurgent, isn’t the Prime Minister, but the court 
itself? 
It’s hard to reach any other conclusion after reading a damning 
critique of the judgment written by John Finnis, the Australian 
legal philosopher, and published today by Policy Exchange. 
Finnis, who counts Supreme Court justices from Australia to the 
US among his former pupils, unpicks the judgment in 14 bleak 
pages, in which he explains that it is “through and through 
political”, a “usurpation” of supreme constitutional power and 
an act of irreversible damage to the rule of law. 
The first clue as to the unsoundness of its judgment is that, just 
five years ago, it reached exactly the opposite conclusion on a 
crucial principle. The Crown’s power to prorogue has always 
been treated “a proceeding in Parliament” – a category of power 
explicitly protected from judicial interference by the 1689 Bill of 
Rights. In 2014, the Supreme Court itself ruled that the 

Crown’s actions in Parliament were sacrosanct and 

“cannot be questioned”. 

Yet, this week, it ruled the opposite. The Crown’s officers in 
Parliament, it argued, can hardly be considered “the core and 
essential business of Parliament” because they are just doing 
what they’re told. They can therefore be exempted from a 
convention that has existed, for the very good purpose of 
protecting the courts from politics, for three hundred years. 
 
 

 
CAMERON’S MEMOIR 
MR SMITH GOES TO WASHINGTON  
As Fraser Nelson’s critique of Cameron’s Memoir brilliantly 
points out -  
If you voted for Brexit, your optimism might be 
wavering right now. I can propose just the remedy: 
 David Cameron’s memoir . It is, unintentionally, the 
most convincing case for Brexit that you will ever 
read. 
For The Record was written as political tragedy, a 700-page 
apology to the nation for the former prime minister’s role in what 
he regards as a calamity. 
But it’s also a candid account of how he pursued an idea – that 
the EU can be reformed – and tested it to (his) destruction. We 
see him making allies, drafting strategies, threatening and 
begging – but his story ends in failure. He expected diplomacy, 
but encountered a bureaucratic Death Star whose hunger for 
power is matched only by its intransigence. From the former 
Remainer-in-Chief, it’s quite a story. 
“”Cameron started out a Eurosceptic, but one who thought that 
the irritations of the EU were a price worth paying for the 
general aims of solidarity and free trade. In opposition, he 
mocked politicians who “bang on about Europe” but in No 10 he 
soon found out why they did. 
“”Once inside its inner circle, he was exposed to the horrors. The 
directives, the stitch-ups, the knives always out for the City of 
London. He found Silvio Berlusconi advising a table of EU 
leaders to take a mistress in Brussels, because it was the only way 
to survive the late-night summits. The purpose of these meetings, 
he discovered, was to grind everyone into submission. Including, 
eventually, him. 
“”He found the EU to be “peacenik” on security, unable to 
respond to threats on its doorstep. He vetoed one of the eurozone 
bailout packages that threatened to suck in Britain, only to see 
the rules changed so the UK veto would not count. When the UK 
tried to go its own way, it “wasn’t simply a disagreement with 
the others, it was a heresy against the scripture”. He thought 
Angela Merkel nice, but unreliable. He refers to the “half-life of a 
Merkel promise”: the time taken between her making one and 
breaking it. In general, he found “Germany’s unfailing ability to 
get what it wants in the end.” 
“”Britain’s ability to get what it wants was, by contrast, pretty 

minimal. When the federalist Jean-Claude Juncker was put 

forward as European Commission president, Cameron was 

shocked to discover that just two of the 28 EU member states’ 

leaders wanted him. 
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“”There is a touch of Mr Smith Goes to Washington about what 
happened next: why, he asks then, go along with this stitch-up? 
He stays up late drinking wine with fellow leaders, and they 
promise to back him in stopping Juncker. Then Merkel decides 
it’s not worth the fight, so they all support a massive decision 
that they all know to be wrong. 
Cameron goes home appalled. But as he was to find out, this is 
how things work. “‘Anyone who says that the EU is an 
organisation based on law and not politics has never seen it act 
under pressure,” he records. “Whenever there was pressure to 

transfer powers to Brussels, the lawyers always found a way, 

but when I wanted to take powers back, those same lawyers 

always opposed it.” It is a formula to trap democracies: use 

complex laws and regulation to suck powers in, but never give 

them back. 

So Brexit wasn’t – as is so often argued – about appeasing Tory 
backbenchers. In fact, Cameron rightly points out that it’s no bad 
thing. MPs meet constituents every week, and if the public mood 
changes (for example, more people thinking that EU membership 
has become intolerable) this gets fed back to the prime minister 
through the MPs. This is how a parliamentary democracy is 
supposed to work. His book shows him seeking to explain this, 
to an often baffled EU. So the renegotiation failed. 
So many of the disputes come from a basic difference in 
understanding. “Merkel and others just didn’t see free 
movement as immigration,” he admits. “If you’re from outside 
the EU, you’re a migrant.” So how was he going to negotiate a 
solution, if his counterparts could not understand the problem? 
Dealing with their officials, he says, was even worse. “To them, I 
was a dangerous heretic stamping on their sacred texts.” He 
records with amazement how the Germans (and others) saw the 
EU as the fount of democracy, where Brits only ever wanted a 
forum for economic co-operation. 
Had these been the memoirs of Nigel Farage, we might suspect 
that the author didn’t try too hard to win others around. But 
Cameron tried (and gave) everything. He once invited me to a 
dinner where he was talking tactics with Mark Rutte, the Dutch 
prime minister, about the urgent need to reform. In the book, he 
records how even Rutte abandoned him over Juncker’s 
appointment. But you can see why. Who wants to fight with the 
mighty EU? Cameron never quite explains why, after so many 
losses, he thought he might win. 
“”Or why he backed Remain. There is almost nothing in those 
700 pages to explain why EU membership is a good thing. There 
is not a single example of anything emanating from Brussels that 
benefits Britain. So why does he start to talk about Britain’s 
future being in the EU and about it being a fundamental part of 
who we are as a country? 
He doesn’t offer a proper explanation himself. Perhaps his close 
friendship with George Osborne, an avid Remainer, swung him – 
in the way he thinks his friendship with Michael Gove and Boris 
Johnson ought to have swung them. It’s pretty hard to reconcile 
the calm, rational, patient author of the first 40 chapters of the 
book with that of the final seven chapters who talks about 
Brexiteers as careerists, villains and Islamophobes. 
But the great value of Cameron’s book is its candour. He 
recorded his thoughts once a month, wrote each chapter from the 
perspective of what he felt at the time, and has not twisted the 
facts to suit his final conclusion. He regards Brexit as a disaster, 
but those who read his book would be tempted to see it as 
liberation.  

A great democracy was being squeezed inside an unaccountable 
bureaucracy, and no one else in Europe wanted to risk their 
career by challenging it – or giving voters the chance to escape it. 
But Cameron did. He might, one day, come to see it as the 

greatest single service he did his country. 
 

Bunging the EU billions of pounds 
for free shows the toxic ineptitude 
at the heart of May's Brexit deal 
Robert Rowland MEP 
If you owned 16.1pc of the European Investment Bank (EIB) 

would you give it away free to the other wealthy members as 

you leave the EU?  

That’s what Philip Hammond, the former chancellor and his 

team of civil servants have done. 

Hidden in Theresa May’s discredited Withdrawal Treaty, ex-
Chancellor Philip Hammond (then also on the Board of 
Governors of the EIB) gifted it €7.5bn of taxpayer's money for no 
concessions.  He then accepted a 12-year repayment of €3.5bn 
with no interest, from a bank making €5bn profits in just the last 
two years. 
The ultra-Remain ex-chancellor was prepared to leave the UK 
credit card open over a decade to ensure the EIB can continue to 
lend on non-commercial terms to the EU 27 at UK taxpayer risk. 
The UK is also treaty-bound for another €36bn of “callable 
capital”.  This is money we will pay to underpin the EIB if the 
eurozone collapses. Additional toxic risk exposure comes 
through the EU Budget which guarantees €500bn of EIB loan 
note risk that we would be exposed to during any “transition”. It 
is a truly toxic trick, conjured up by Hammond and his team.  
But how did this happen? 
Under May’s Withdrawal Treaty, the UK’s initial EIB capital 
contributions, mostly given in 1973, of €3.5bn – in today’s money 
roughly €35bn – can be repaid in 12 instalments of around €300m 
a year.  
This is a non-commercial bargain for the highly profitable, triple-
A-rated institution. Located in Luxembourg, with annual staff 
costs of €1bn and an average tax-free staff salary of a cool 
€294,000, this is no ordinary bank.  
The EIB lends where others will not and carries a high risk of 
default should another eurozone crisis materialise. Since the 2008 
banking crisis, EIB lending has been politically driven, to prop 
up the eurozone. And lend it has, throughout the euro crisis, 
where today it has a balance sheet of €500bn of loans to countries 
like Greece, whose businesses have received €18bn in loans, or 
10pc of GDP, so that the Greek economy can repay over-exposed 
French and German banks.  
Under May’s Withdrawal Treaty, the UK taxpayer would be on 
the hook for the next 12 years. 
And it gets worse. Loan note holders have the right to recover 
from solvent guarantors. That could be a massive hit to the UK 
economy, long after we are gone, if the euro or the eurozone 
economies collapse. 
Adding to this risk, the EIB is exempt from EU banking rules. It 
lends in a highly leveraged way, holding just 0.1pc on the 
balance sheet reserves for non-performing loans, compared to 3-
5pc for real banks. 
So, can these bankers go to jail if they get it wrong?  
No. EIB staff aren’t afraid of going to prison.  May’s treaty grants 
them immunity from prosecution – there is no jail hazard for EIB 
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staff.  And what does the EU intend to do with this get out of jail 
free card? It has authorised the EIB to lend to Iran, and May and 
Hammond wanted London to be the Wild West in which the EIB 
could operate with impunity from US sanctions. 
But maybe we get something for this risk?  
No. The UK has never been paid a penny in dividends and our 
economy has only benefited from 8.2pc of the loan portfolio, 
despite having 16.1pc of the equity, historically for safe high-tech 
purchases like satellites and infrastructure loans and now being 
spent on EU companies manufacturing and installing wind farms 
and other green projects, whose returns are underwritten by UK 
taxpayer subsidies. No wonder the EU says nothing can be 
changed. 
So, what’s the remedy?  
The Brexit Party says that after rejection of May’s Withdrawal 
Treaty and UK departure on WTO terms, the EIB must repay our 
€11bn of capital in full. The UK loan book, currently €41bn, 
should also be returned to the UK along with related contingent 
liabilities.  
This will be the initial investment into a new British Investment 
Bank, designed to deliver much-needed infrastructure spending 
and long term “patient capital” for vital projects. The bank 
would be exclusively a UK lender and have a AAA rating. Its 
remit would be investment in the UK regions, for example 
revitalising Great Britain’s Fishing and Coastal Ports.  
In a final twist to this toxic tale of Remainer scheming, the Brexit 
Party calls for a Royal Commission to investigate how the UK 
Government and civil service managed the process of exiting the 
EU with such ineptitude. Important lessons can and must be 
learned as the UK returns to the path of self-governance.  
Mays’ non-Withdrawal Treaty is designed to bind the UK and 

its economy to the euro project, without a UK vote or voice. It 

should be rejected in its entirety. 

 

Mediocrity and platitudes are the 
European way of life 
 BY JULIET SAMUELS  
Do you believe in Europe? If so, EU president-elect Ursula von 
der Leyen has a job for you. Like a svelte, corporate Tinkerbell in 
a pink jacket, “VDL” presented her new team of lost boys (and 
girls) this week, laying out a new structure for the incoming 
European Commission. The highest compliment she could pay to 
any of them was that they, like Peter Pan, believed. This one is “a 
dedicated and convinced European”. That one is “a true believer 
in Europe”. The other is “first and foremost a European”. 
This one, by the way, is also under investigation for mis-use of 
European funds, for which she had to resign as France’s defence 
minister. Another one is being investigated for expenses fraud 
when he was an MEP. Yet another narrowly escaped prosecution 
in her home country over the sale of a state-owned island in the 
Danube. Then, of course, there is VDL herself, soon to be 
questioned about her role in a corruption scandal while she was 
German defence minister. 
This is all entirely normal, according to an anonymous EU 
official cited by Politico, because it’s “impossible” to find career 
politicians to fill jobs who haven’t faced charges of some kind or 
another. Even if this revealing statement were true, it is precisely 
why healthy democracies clear out governments every five or 10 
years and don’t just swap rejected politicians in and out of office. 
Power corrupts. 

It was not corruption that mired VDL in her first controversy as 
president-elect, however, but the impenetrable forest of job titles 
she has created to share out the roles between 26 member states.  
“”At the heart of this machine are the ranks of “convinced 
Europeans”, filled by far too many former national politicians 
whose careers at home have run into scandal and forced them to 
chase their ambitions in a new, less exposed arena. 
“”The world was watching Europe’s new president in the past 
weeks as she made her most important announcement so far. 
And what was her message? She aspires to lead a “geopolitical 
commission” that will “walk the talk”, develop the “digital twins 
of products and procedures” and “use way more the big data 
that is out there”. She wants gender balance, geographical 
balance, “an economy that works for people” and so on. It’s all 
form without content, mediocrity, total odourless, colourless 
banality. Either this new president is an EU technocrat with a 
particular talent for saying nothing, or she really believes in 
whatever it is she is trying to say. For the sake of European 
democracy, it’s hard to know which is worse. 
 

Inside the rotten heart of the EU 
By Claire Fox MEP 
While the UK Parliament was being prorogued, the European 
Union this week officially announced a troupe of new executive 
appointees to oversee us all. Appointed via the offices of the 
incoming European Commission President Ursula von der 
Leyen, these eight vice-presidents are responsible for 
implementing the president-elect’s policy priorities, and have a 
huge impact on the lives of millions. And none of them can do a 
thing about it. 
Apparently, I – as an MEP – get a say on whether to endorse 
them, but it’s not exactly a free and fair election. There is no 
actual choice, for a start, just a chance to reject or query a pre-
ordained list. With Britain not putting anyone forward (as we’re 
– allegedly – preparing to leave on October 31) and Germany 
denied choosing one as they already have Mrs von der Leyen, 
there are 26 new commissioners, each nominated by member 
states, and given their jobs based on “a series of formal 
interviews” by the president-elect. The powers that be will 
present them to Parliament as a dream team ticket, and we are 
expected to rubber stamp them before 1 November. 
So, who are these people who will hold sway over the lives of so 
many Europeans for the next five years? It’s a rather mixed bag. 
Much has been made of the fact that the line-up features 13 
women, making it the “most gender-balanced Commission in EU 
history”. I am not a supporter of identity politics, but when Ms 
Von der Leyen boasts that the new Commission cabinet is “as 
diverse as Europe is”, one is tempted to point out that they are all 
white. Unless you count the Belgian nominee Didier Reynders, 
who in 2015 was accused of racism after he dressed up in 
blackface for a charity event in Brussels. 
The newly-appointed Justice Commissioner (whose role involves 
ensuring compliance with the rule of law) insisted it was a 
harmless tradition. Fair enough, but after listening to endless 
speeches at the European Parliament achingly flaunting their 
anti-racists credentials, and calling for legal sanctions against 
hate speech, this hypocrisy is hard to take. 
Perhaps he is a quality politician and is worth the grief? Perhaps, 
except that he recently failed to become President of the Council 
of Europe and was passed over for the Commission in 2014, 
making it third time lucky for a seat on the gravy train. But then 
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he does have solid credentials, having previously worked in the 
Belgium government under its then Prime Minister, the anti-
Brexit, friend-of-the-Lib-Dems  Guy Verhofstadt. 
These new members of Ms Von der Leyen’s cabinet have been 
given new titles, supposedly to focus on their goals, but with a 
tinge of Orwellian doublespeak. So, we have a Commissioner for 
“A Stronger Europe in the World” and a Commissioner for “An 
Economy that Works for People”. One particularly creepy 
rebrand involves Greece‘s Margaritis Schinas – a former MEP, 
LSE alumnus and spokesman for previous President Jean-Claude 
Juncker – who has been given the migration portfolio and now 
revels in the title of Vice President for “Protecting our European 
Way of life”. 
Jeez! Even in the supine world of EU bureaucracy this sobriquet 
has already led to some queasiness. A Dutch liberal MEP, Sophie 
in ‘t Veld, told The Independent that implying “Europeans need to 
be protected from external cultures is grotesque and this 
narrative should be rejected”. Other Europhiles denounced the 
title as “grotesque” and reminiscent of “fascist” rhetoric, but for 
me it shows up the two-faced nature of the claims that the EU is 
an internationalist enterprise. The truth is, it is a protectionist 
bloc, only committed to freedom of movement within its borders, 
at the expense of pesky foreigners from without. 
What is most galling is that so many Remain champions here in 
the UK have the nerve to label those who want democratic 
control of national borders as xenophobic, when the more racist 
dynamic resides in Fortress Europe; it is a circling-the-wagons 
mentality that savagely polices its own borders to protect it from 
non-European immigrants, who are posited as a threat to “our 
European Way of Life”. 
Another appointee is Spain’s Josep Borrell, who now heads up 
European diplomacy. This is the same Josep Borrell who entered 
Spain’s foreign ministry with one main aim: to defeat the Catalan 
independence movement. In 2018, he withdrew the diplomatic 
credentials of the Flemish government’s delegate in Spain in 
response to criticisms by the Flemish parliament speaker, Jan 
Peumans, about the jailing of Catalan leaders. 
As this “diplomat” regularly defends the imprisoning and exile 
of elected Catalan politicians, maybe the SNP MEPs – who make 
much of their support for Catalan independence – will oppose 
his appointment? But… maybe not, as Borrell has been 
diplomatic enough to pander to Scottish nationalism, indicating 
that an independent Scotland should be allowed to join the EU, 
even while endorsing locking up those with similar views closer 
to home. 
On the economy, there’s France’s appointee Sylvie Goulard, who 
is in charge of Domestic Markets. Ms Goulard is a close ally of 
French President Emmanuel Macron, and quit as an MEP to join 
his government as Armed Forces Minister in 2017. However, she 
lasted less than a month and was forced to resign when an 
investigation was opened into how her party had misused EU 
funds; she had to reimburse the European Parliament Є45,000 
euros (£40,200) in a case involving fake Parliamentary assistant 
jobs. 
But please don’t worry about her. The following January, Ms 
Goulard was back with Mr Macron as deputy governor of the 
Bank of France! Barely a year later, she has now landed a plum 
job at the Commission. Nominated with no discussion. Nice 
work if you can get it. 
That said, I’m sure that most of the Commissioners are 
upstanding. Although, only last Friday, the European Anti-fraud 

Office (OLAF) revealed that they had begun an investigation into 
the Polish candidate, Janusz Wojciechowski. OLAF said that the 
investigation into the 64-year-old former MEP, and former 
president of the Polish Court of Auditors, concerns financial 
“irregularities”. Even if MEPs challenge his appointment (as 
much because of his politics, being a member of the Right-wing 
Law and Justice Party) von de Leyen will simply pull another 
name from a hat of non-discussed allies for us to “choose”. This 
smacks of an Xi Jinping version of democratic accountability. 
I could go on. And on. There are so many examples of the 
essentially undemocratic and unaccountable nature of the 
Commission, but perhaps nothing better illustrates this than the 
new president herself. A gigantic poster of Ursula von der Leyen 
has just been erected in Brussels that reads: “In fair free elections, 
the power of the people determines the people in power”. Fine 
words, but simply not true. Juncker’s successor did not get her 
elevated position as a result of people power, but was appointed 
to the top job after secret negotiations in July that followed a row 
when the candidates put forward by the European Parliament 
were turned down by EU heads of government. 
An unpopular politician at home (as defence minister she was 
dubbed by one wag as the German equivalent of Chris Grayling), 
I was there when she was confirmed as president after a fierce 
fight and lots of opposition in the European Parliament, only 
scraping home by nine votes (she won by 383 votes to 327, 
needing the support of 374 MEPs for an absolute majority). She 

played down the narrowness of her win, insisting that a 

“majority is a majority”. On that, I agree with her, and so do 

17.4 million others: they are the real embodiment of “power of 

the people”. She and her new Commissioners should show a 

genuine commitment to people power, and stop keeping us 

tied to their dictats against our will. 

***Apparently all the nominees are not exactly having plain 
sailing, MEPs are objecting.   

Argentina is Christine Lagarde's 
latest disaster - next up Europe 
 BY MATHEW LYNN 
Just how many economies does Christine Lagarde have to ruin 

before the penny finally drops? The woman who bequeathed 

to France a ruinous budget deficit, and who presided over the 

policies that inflicted the worst recession ever recorded on 

Greece, now looks set to rack up the worst losses in the history 

of the International Monetary Fund. The bailout of Argentina 

was meant to be the crowning achievement of her career, 

but instead the country has plunged into chaos, and will almost 

certainly have to default on the billions the fund has lent it. 

In truth, “Catastrophe Christine” as she should probably be 
known, glides elegantly from one financial disaster to another. 
That is hardly a co-incidence. A lawyer, with no understanding 
of economics, she is trapped within a conventional wisdom that 
continually doubles down on failed policies. In itself, that might 
not matter very much: the losses in Argentina will be painful, but 
the Fund will survive. But Lagarde is now set to take over the 
European Central Bank (ECB). At a moment when Germany is 
heading into a recession, and Italy is threatening a financial 
crisis, Lagarde’s blinkered ineptitude may finally finish off the 
single currency. 
If you are running the IMF, the file on Argentina should come 
with the financial equivalent of those warnings they put on 
cigarette packets. It can damage your health, or at least your 
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wallet, big time. The country has been through more bail-outs 
and rescue packages than most of us can keep count of (it’s nine 
so far, in case you want a precise figure). 
That, however, didn’t stop Lagarde presiding over yet another 
one. Over the course of 2018, she put together a $57bn (£47bn) 
loan package for the country, the largest bail-out in the history of 
the Fund. It included, as you might expect, some typical Lagarde 
touches, such as targets for gender diversity and inclusiveness. 
But most of all it came with a lot of demands for austerity and 
budget cuts. 
How’s it working out? Not very well as it happens. This 
month, the Argentine peso has collapsed, inflation has soared 
above 50pc, interest rates are above 60pc, foreign investors have 
bailed out, the economy has ground to a halt, and the country 
now looks set for the largest default in the history of the Fund. 
It is hard to see how Lagarde can walk away unscathed from 
that. Her fingerprints are all over the package that was agreed 
only a year ago, despite plenty of nervousness about the loans 
and the conditions attached to them at the time the money was 
handed over. “Steadfast implementation of the plan will stabilize 
the economy, help lower inflation, improve confidence and lay 
the foundation for sustainable inclusive growth,” she said 
confidently in July last year as the rescue was put in place. It 
would be hard to be more wrong. 
It is hardly the first disaster Lagarde has presided over. As 
finance minister of France, she racked up huge debts, and 
squandered the opportunity for reform, laying the groundwork 
for the defeat of her mentor Nicolas Sarkozy in the 2012 
presidential election. At the IMF, she colluded with the ECB over 
a shamefully punitive package for Greece that prioritised 
keeping the euro intact over the survival of the Greek economy. 
The net result? An almost 30pc plunge in output, worse even 
than the Great Depression, which will take another couple of 
generations at least to claw back. Everywhere Lagarde goes, she 
leaves a trail of wrecked economies in her wake. 
That is hardly a coincidence. Lagarde is a fantastic networker 
who charms the Davos circuit with platitudes about climate 
change and inclusiveness. She switches from mentor to mentor 
with consummate ease. She is brilliant at gently persuading 
people to buy into an agreed solution to an issue. The problem is 
this, however. She doesn’t know anything about economics, and 
shows no interest in finding anything out. The consensus she 
charms everyone into is invariably the wrong one. Anyone could 
have seen that Greece was heading for disaster. Likewise, few 
people could have seriously believed Argentina could survive an 
IMF-imposed austerity package. But Lagarde sticks cravenly to 
the conventional wisdom even as it clearly heads for disaster. 
It remains to be seen what happens in Argentina. The IMF will 
probably find some way of restructuring its loans, and even ten 
or twenty billion dollars of losses won’t be critical once shared 
between its 189 members (although it will be fascinating to see 
how the US under President Donald Trump, on the hook for 17pc 
of the money, reacts to the Fund’s latest disaster). The trouble is, 
Lagarde is likely to prove even worse at the European Central 
Bank when she takes over at the beginning of November. 
Her Italian predecessor Mario Draghi may have had his flaws, 
but there is no question that he has been a brilliant central banker 
who just about single-handedly kept the euro alive over the last 
eight years of his tenure. He manipulated the rules, beat the bond 
markets into submission, and outwitted national governments to 
keep a fundamentally dysfunctional currency afloat. He was 

innovative and determined, and often took people by surprise – 
and it worked. 
In contrast, as the Argentina debacle has proved all over again, 
Lagarde is a one-woman catastrophe who stumbles from one 
disaster to another. She cares only about compromises, shows no 
sign of economic or financial creativity, and is completely blind 
to disasters even when they are staring her straight in the face. 
The eurozone faces a whole series of fresh challenges: with 
Germany heading into recession, it will need to find new ways of 
reflating its economy, and rescuing its banks, if it is to even paper 
over the cracks in its construction. The chances that Lagarde will 
be able to deal with that? Zero. Still, at least no one who has 
followed her career can’t say they weren’t warned. 
Brexit is vibrant democracy in the raw: it is Europe that 

risks sliding under authoritarian control 

 

 
WORLD CUP UPSETS AND SLUGGISH 

TOULON 
By Simon Eveleigh  
JAPAN DO IT AGAIN 

The risk of playing a World Cup outside one of rugby’s 
traditional strongholds is that the hosts won’t feature in the final 
reckoning and support will wane.  Having said that, before the 
tournament began Japan were ranked tenth in the world and 
were targeting their final group game against Scotland as being 
the match that would decide who qualified for the quarter-finals. 
The organisers have done much to accommodate the Japanese 
team, with more rest days than any other team and an opener 
against the weakest team in their group, Russia. 
Whilst never being in danger of losing the tournament curtain-
raiser, Japan did not impress that much and there was no real 
clue to what would happen a week later. 
Ireland entered the World Cup as the world’s number one team 
and began with a comprehensive victory over Scotland, so they 
went into their game against Japan full of confidence. Conceding 
two tries in the first half an hour to go 12-3 down could have 
overawed the hosts, but they stuck to their principles and 
managed to reduce the Irish lead to 12-9 before the crucial 
moment halfway through the second half when they scored a try 
to give them the lead for the first time, a lead they would not 
relinquish, running out 19-12 victors. 
Japan thoroughly deserved their win and can genuinely think of 
their match against Scotland as an opportunity to top pool A. 
This would almost certainly result in a quarter-final against 
South Africa, who Japan famously beat in Brighton four years 
ago.  South Africa were many people’s pre-competition 
favourites and they will be very tough opponents, but as the 
second-placed team in Pool A will probably face New Zealand, 
coming top of the group would be a more attractive proposition. 
Ireland will need to regroup for their last two matches against 
Russia and Samoa and they will be hoping that Scotland can turn 
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things around and defeat Japan. It was telling that Ireland were 
in possession when the clock went red against Japan, but rather 
than running the ball from behind their own line in the hope of 
scoring a converted try to tie the match, they preferred to kick 
the ball out to guarantee the losing bonus point, just in case it all 
comes down to bonus points in the final reckoning. 
Scotland will be hoping that they are still in with a shout come 
that final day clash with Japan and by the time you read this, we 
will know if they have managed to shake off the after effects of 
their disappointing opener against Ireland, or if Samoa have 
shattered their World Cup dreams. 

 
STILL THE BEST? 

South Africa and New Zealand showed why they are so highly 
rated in a pulsating game on the opening weekend and anyone 
who wrote the All Blacks off may have to revise their thinking.  
England have got two bonus point victories so far, which is what 
was expected. They looked less than convincing at times against 
Tonga, but their display was far better against the USA and they 
now face the stiffer challenges of Argentina and France. 
These two met in the first game of the group and France started 
incredibly well, but then faded badly and needed a late drop goal 
to secure a two point win. As the loser is more or less condemned 
to defeat England to progress, this opening victory was huge. 
In the other group, Wales are in the box seat after a pulsating 29-
25 win over Australia. Having raced into a 23-8 half-time lead, 

Wales were very nearly hauled back but just did enough to get 
over the line. The win will give the Welsh confidence that they 
can take on the southern hemisphere giants away from the 
familiar surroundings of Cardiff, although the coaches will be 
slightly concerned by the second half performance. The other 
advantage of the Welsh victory is that it would, seemingly, give 
them a slightly “easier” route to the final if rugby logic is 
respected elsewhere. Finish second in this group and your likely 
quarter-final opponents are England and the All Blacks would 
then await in the semi-final. Winning the group means a 

probable last eight contest with France and a semi-final against 
South Africa. 
Of course, this is on the assumption that England come through 
unscathed against Argentina and France and that Wales don’t 
slip up against the incredibly talented, but frustratingly 
unpredictable Fijians.  
The pool stages continue until 13th October, with the stand out 
matches being England/Argentina on Saturday 5th, Wales/Fiji on 
Wednesday 9th, England/France on Saturday 12th and 
Japan/Scotland on Sunday 13th. 
The knock out stages take place on successive weekends, with 
the final in Yokohama on Saturday 2nd November.  
I am sure that there will be one or two surprises along the way 
and none of the favourites is yet out of contention, but the early 
signs are that it will take a very good team to stop an All Black 
hat-trick. 
DISAPPOINTING SEPTEMBER FOR TOULON 

In French domestic action, after a very promising opening day 
victory, Toulon’s form since then has been less than inspiring. 
In September, Toulon have played four times, losing both of their 
away fixtures (at Bordeaux and Brive) and also losing at home to 
Lyon. The only shaft of light was a 32-29 win over Racing, but 
this has to be tempered with the knowledge that Racing are 
currently only one off the bottom of the table.  
Of course, the season is long and there will be opportunities for 
Toulon to make up lost ground, but they have lost fewer players 
to the World Cup than some of their rivals and a return of 9 
points from their first 5 games will be less than they would have 
hoped for. 
The early season pace-setters are Bordeaux and Lyon, who are 
already 7 and 9 points respectively ahead of the rest. Beneath 
these two, there are only 8 points between third-placed Pau and 
bottom of the table Stade Français, which just goes to show how 
quickly things can change if a team is able to put a string of 
consistent performances together. 
October sees Toulon play three times, twice at home, against La 
Rochelle on Sunday 6th and Bayonne on Saturday 19th, with a trip 
to Stade Français on the Sunday in between. 
The rugby action will continue thick and fast over the next few 
weeks and we will round it all up here in a month’s time. 
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